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PARENT PARTICIPATION IN THE EDUCATION OF THEIR

CHILDREN WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES AND ITS

INFLUENCE ON CHILDREN'S ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT,

SELF CONCEPT, AND SCHOOL BEHAVIOR AND

DEVELOPMENT OF STANDARDS FOR ITS QUALITY AND

EFFECTIVENESS

By

Shama Yahya Badeer Al-Hadid

Supervisor

Dr.Jamal Al kateeb

Abstract

This study aims at examining the impact of parental involvement in

the educational process and the academic achievement of students with

learning disabilities, their self-esteem and school behavior, in addition to

developing standards for the quality of parental involvement.

The study sample consisted of two groups; the children with

learning disabilities’ group and the parents’ group. The children’s group

was selected from resource rooms through the random-class method

from second to sixth grade across the Amman area, nearly 400 students.

The parents’ sample was picked randomly and it consists of 800 mothers

and fathers.

Regarding the study method, the researcher used the Family

Involvement Scale designed by the researcher to identify the extent of

parental involvement (index 1). It measures involvement within the
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following ranks: strong involvement, moderate involvement and weak

involvement. Also, the researcher used the Harter scale for children’s

self-esteem, which was developed by Sheikha (1993) for the realized

perception of children in the Jordanian environment (index 3). For the

academic achievement, the researcher used the measurements prepared

by the Ministry of Education in reading and maths, in addition to a scale

translated by Zbaidi (1995) used to identify the scholastic social behavior

of children with special needs in the first six grades of primary education

(index 2). The researcher also developed a list for the standards of quality

and efficiency adopted by recent special education literature regarding

increasing parents’ involvement in the education of their children with

learning disabilities.

          The results of the first question showed that the participation

of children's guardians in and out the school was moderate, it also

revealed that this participation in the school was weak while this

participation out the school was moderate.

        The results of the second question revealed the similarity

between the mothers participation in educating children with learning

disabilities with the participation of fathers regarding type of

participation.

 The results of the third question showed that achievement of those

children differs according to the extant of parents' participation, the more

was the participation the effect was more positive.

       The results of the forth question showed that self concept of

those children differs according to their parents' degrees of participation,
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the more parents were involved in their children's education the more

their self concept was stronger.

      As for the fifth question, results showed that social competence

of children with learning disabilities differs according to their parents

involvement in their education, social competence was stronger when the

participation of their parents strong.

        The sixth question showed that all inhibiting factors of parents

participation in their children with learning disabilities were moderate.

Finally the seventh question revealed (22) parents participation

quality criteria which can be used to evaluate their participation, these

criteria are meant to be suitable with our local environment and accepted

by a group of arbitrators (see appendix 4).

    Results of statistical analysis in this study indicated an obvious

impact for parental involvement on the academic achievement of children

with learning disabilities, their self-esteem and scholastic social behavior,

in a positive manner. The more parents participate in their children’s

educations, the more their academic achievement, self-esteem and

scholastic social behaviors.
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